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the Albigensians talked  darkly of their  Black  Pope in
Bulgaria,1
The canker was especially dangerous in view of the foreign
problems that Bulgaria had to face. Peter's reign was peace-
able enough, despite two Magyar invasions and one Russian,
but at its close the war party came into power and by their
insolence provoked an attack from Constantinople. The
Emperor Nicephorus Phocas was busy in the East; so he
called on the Russians to punish Bulgaria. The Russians
did the work all too thoroughly; by 969, when the Emperor
was murdered, they had overrun all eastern Bulgaria and
were advancing on Constantinople. The next Emperor,
John Tzimisces, spent the first year of his reign in driving
the Russians back to the Danube. By 972 eastern Bulgaria
was liberated from the Russians, only to be annexed to
Byzantium. During the war the Bulgars, in helpless apathy,
had seen their lands overrun; they made no resistance now.
But John Tzimisces left the work unfinished. The great
province of the West, the Rilo country, the valleys of the
Vardar and the Morava and Upper Macedonia, remained
unconquered. There was probably very little Bulgar blood
in these districts, but they had long been part of the Bulga-
rian realm, and Bulgaria had given them their Slavonic
Cyrillic civilization. Their inhabitants considered themselves
Bulgarian, and amongst them a new Bulgaria was born.
Its history is the history of its Tsar Samuel (976-1014), a
local governor's son, who took advantage of rebellion amongst
the Byzantines and the inexperience of the young Emperor
Basil II to build up an Empire as extensive as Symeon's.
The Eastern provinces were reconquered. The centre of
this Empire was in Macedonia by the high mountain lakes
of Ochrida and Prespa. Samuel's Court was wilder than
Symeon's; it produced little literature and little art. Of his
government we know almost nothing, not even on what
terms he was with his Bogomil subjects. Given time he
might have-established his government on a lasting basis;
but most of his reign was filled with a struggle for existence.
1 The connexion between the Bogomils and the Albigensians is sometimes
doubted, but to anyone who compares Slavonic Bogomil literature with Albi-
gensiaa it is obvious.

